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  The more rooted and complex the art is - the more universal its content”    
                                  Y. Boussidan 

Jerusalem at Sunset 16.2 X 20.7 cm

A Heartful thank you to our host Louise Ellman
To our speakers Lord Greville Janner of Braunstone QC, 
Talya Lador-Fresher, Deputy Head of Mission, The Israeli Embassy
Dr. Stephen Bury, Rev. Canon Andrew White and Professor Benjamin Ish-Shalom.
And to our MC, Miss Sara Kestelman

We would like to thank the following for their generosity and time in helping put together this special event:

Mrs. Fiona Alper, Prof. Dalia Atlas, Prof. Tzvi Avni, Mrs. Jane Biran, Mr. Lior Ben Dor, Mr. Yitzchak ‘Boussi’ and Mrs. 
Fanny Boussidan, Mr. Yitzchak and Mrs. Geula Boussidan, Dr. Betty Cohen, Mrs. Elisabeth Corob, Mrs. Marion 
Davis, Miss Judith Gordon, Mr. David Glasser, Miss Arielle Gottlieb, Mr. Richard and Mrs. Netta Goodenday, 
Mr. Jonathan Hirschfeld, Mr. David and Mrs. Marion Jacobs, Baroness Janka de Koenigswarter, Miss Hila Komem 
and Mr. Yehuda Koren, Ms. Suzanne Lewis, Mr. Yitzhak Levi, Ms. Penelope Lerner and Ms. Suzanne Rose, 
Dr. Amiram Magid, Miss Yvonne Michael, Mr. Ze’ev Portner, Dr. David Portowicz, Dr. Aron and Dr. Shoshi 
Portnoy, Mr. Israel Roi, Ms. Phyllis Scheiber, Mr. Alan Schneider, Mr. Sidney Shipton OBE, Mr. Harry Simmonds, 
Prof. Rabbi Daniel Sperber, Mr. Cyril Stein, Sir Sigmund Sternberg, Miss Tali Tzor, Mr. M. Umar, Ms. Julia Weiner, 
The Wimpfheimer Family.  
We would like to thank the Committee members who helped in the realisation of the work:
Mr Kenneth Cooper, Prof. Reuven Feuerstein, Mr Malcolm Gee and Dr Peter Miles.

And especially to the memory of Committee members:
Mr Sam Alper OBE, The Hon. Dame Miriam Rothschild-Lane CBE FRS and Mr Terry Yardley.
 

For further information on Ya’akov Boussidan 
www.boussidan-y.com

email: boussidanart@gmail.com 
tel: 02086925350



On presentation of the Jesselson Award for Judaica 

Ya’akov Boussidan has been engaged in the artistic design of Hebrew books for many 
years. His personal interpretations which go beyond illustration, are based on profound 
research into the Jewish significance of the book itself. This special approach is expressed 
in his two versions of the Song of Songs (Shir Ha’Shirim) and in the Haggadah, works 
that he calligraphed and illustrated. Boussidan devotes special attention to the Hebrew 
letter, which forms an organic part of his work. His original work is always executed 
with perfection; careful attention is given to every element including the quality of 
paper and printing.

Jurors: Dr. Iris Fishof (Chairman), Izzika Gaon, Menahem Berman

At the Israel Museum Launch of  Jerusalem - Names in Praise
26 September 2006

…The hundreds of names, executed in calligraphy of different designs, the marvelous 
drawings, and the use of colour, are all brought together in this  layout, comprising a 
whole that has a unique perfection to it.  Jerusalem, the city called Shalem – whole and 
perfect. … When we mention Jerusalem, we mention it as a metaphysical idea that has 
roots in the past and envisions the future - a place of longing and hope.                         
 Jerusalem - Names in Praise is a celebration of optimism. 

Prof. Rabbi Daniel Sperber

There exists no more natural place than the Israel Museum for celebrating the launching 
of the Boussidan livre d’artiste, a combination of research, wisdom and beauty… 
Boussidan knows well the world of aesthetics and magic... 

Yigal Zalmona, Chief Curator-at-Large, The Israel Museum 



Jerusalem Names in a Circle  66.7 x 39.7 cm

“Beautiful calligraphy can be found in many cultures and has an impact like an 
icon, statue or clock face which exists beyond time. This is why ancient typefaces 
endure as an art and we appreciate them as an abstract form.”       
           Y. Boussidan 

This is a magnificent work, depicting  the beauty of Jerusalem, the city that has inspired  
so many over the centuries.  Yaakov’s dedication and creativity is a special tribute to this 
unique city. 

Louise Ellman, MP for Liverpool Riverside
London, November 2007

 



Jerusalem dwells in many dimensions and is a source of inspiration to many. It has 
inspired the finest poets, beginning with King David, and has given visionaries the 
explanation they have sought for their very own existence

Jerusalem—Names in Praise is a work in homage to Jerusalem. An artistic and 
intellectual combination of calligraphy, drawing and research, it focuses on the many 
different names that have been given to Jerusalem by writers over the years, each one 
rendered in beautiful calligraphy.  In all, Boussidan has discovered no less than 366 
names for Jerusalem 

Jerusalem—Names in Praise took over eight years to compile. The silk-prints alone 
took a year and a half.  To ensure the quality of the print, the paper was hand-made 
especially for this book according to the artist’s formula.  Each sheet bears a watermark 
of the book’s emblem - a representation of the City of David, City of the Dove and Navel 
of the World.  All the texts are in English and in Hebrew. 

A special Committee, headed by Malcolm Gee, Dr. Peter Miles, and Kenneth Cooper, 
former Chief Executive of the British Library, was founded in England to help Ya’akov 
in the realisation of the Livre d’Artiste. The limited edition of 126 copies signifies seven 
times “Life” in gimatria. 

Ya’akov Boussidan was actively involved with the printing – he guided the excellent 
printing team daily, and has prepared the colours and colour separations. Some of the 
images contain forty colours. Each page has been checked and approved by him.

The book is divided into three sections. The first section consists of the artist’s preface 
and articles by Prof. J. Klein, “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem - the Origin and Meaning 
of the Name Jerusalem” and by Prof. Dov Noy, “Jerusalem - City of Spirit”. Mollie Wilson-
Milesi provided the English translation to the book.

The second section contains the 366 names of Jerusalem designed in calligraphy by the 
artist.   The third section includes a key to the names and a colophon.

Exhibitions since 1980   

2007-2007        Wohl Centre, Bar Ilan University, Ramat Gan
2006-2006        Haggadah exhibited at the Jewish Museum, London 
2005-2005        Took part in ‘Chad Gadia’, Tel Aviv Museum
1998-1998        Beit Gavriel Gallery, Israel 
1994-1994        Israel Contemporary Crafts Gallery  
1991-1991        Ben Uri Gallery, The London Jewish Museum of Art, London 
1990-1990        Traveling exhibition with the Alix de Rothschild Foundation  
1989-1989        ‘Judaica - Here and Now‘, Israel Museum,  Jerusalem 
1988-1988        Bienale Trace, Paris ‘Sign and Witness: 2000 years                                     
                           of Hebrew Illuminated Manuscripts‘ New York 
1987-1987        Stern Gallery, Tel Aviv 
1986-1988        Traveling exhibition in UK jointly with Mazal Boussidan 
1986-1989        British-Israel Art Foundation
1986-1986        The British Museum, London 
1985-1985        Christies, London 
1984-1984        The New York Public Library ZOA House, Tel Aviv 
1983-1983        Joshua Pavillion, Tel Aviv 
1982-1982        University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
1980-1980        Gallery ‘Y‘, New York 

Ya’akov Boussidan’s work can be found in the following permanent collections:

Victoria and Albert Museum, London; The British Library, London; South London Gallery; 
Technische Hochschule, Zurich; Boston Museum of Fine Arts; Metropolitan Museum of 
New Art, New York; New York Public Library; Philadelphia Museum of Art; Free Library 
of Philadelphia;  Art Institute of Chicago;  Library of Congress, Washington DC; 
The Jewish Theological Seminar of America, New York; National Library of Canada;    
Israel Museum, Jerusalem; Kiryat Ono Library, Israel; Ein Harod Museum, Israel; 
The President’s Collection, Jerusalem 



Ya’akov Boussidan was born in Port Said, Egypt in 1939.  When he was ten, he 
emmigrated with his parents to Israel and was educated in Youth Aliyah, an immigrant 
youth framework at Kibbutz Givat-Chayim.  His artistic talent was discovered by Prof. 
Reuven Feuerstein, the former chief psychologist of Youth Aliyah and winner of the 
Israel Prize for Education.  Their close friendship continues to this day. 

Boussidan’s artistic training in Israel began under the guidance of Prof. Joseph 
Schwartzmann of the Germanic school, himslef a distinguished student of Käthe 
Kollwitz.  Boussidan studied sculpture and ceramics with Rudi Lehmann and Hedwig 
Grossman and received important exposure to the modern and abstract streams of Art 
from Shlomo Vitkin. With the encouragement of Prof. Willem Sandberg (former head 
of the Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, and one of the founders of the Israel Museum), 
the twenty-seven-year-old Boussidan won the Rothschild Foundation Scholarship.  This 
enabled him to continue his academic studies at Goldsmith College in London, where 
he graduated with distinction for his abstract version of Song of Songs.  This  also won 
the first prize of the Biennale for Prints in Monte Carlo.  

Ya’akov Boussidan has been a visiting lecturer at several colleges in England. In his 
studio, Boussidan also teaches aspects of drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture and 
ceramics, imparting the philosophy of Prof. Schwartzmann who believed that students, 
in order to be independent artists, should acquire a profession.

Boussidan works in his studios in Israel and in London.

Ya’akov Bouss idan is prominent in the 
field of artistic printing and calligraphy.  The 
books for which he is best known include the 
Passover Haggadah, and Song of Songs He 
has won prizes worldwide, including the Israel 
Museum’s Jesselson Prize and the Monte-Carlo 
Biennale Honorary Prize for Prints. 
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Ya’akov Boussidan

The silk screen printing was produced in Advanced Graphics London under the directorship 
of Robert Saich. 

The binding was executed by hand by Barry Brignell, Bookbinder, Cambridge, UK, in 
buckram cloth with a leather spine. The title is embossed in gold lettering. The book is 
presented in a case bound in buckram cloth. 

The acid free, 250g paper was prepared by Jim Patterson, Two Rivers Paper Mill, Somerset, 
UK.

“Here a ladder was set to the ground and its top reached to the sky” Genesis 28:12
“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, may those who love thee enjoy serenity” Psalms 122:6
66.7 x 39.7 cm



Angel Praying over Jerusalem, 30 X 22.6cm

“Angel Praying over Jerusalem”, is of an angel standing with his Talit among the ruins of 
the temple. He is pleading both to heaven and to the divine, to rebuild the temple and 
the city of Jerusalem, in order to prevent it from falling into the abyss. 

Ya’akov Boussidan, has adopted a symbolic language, in order to paint this subject. In 
one of his visits in the National Gallery in London, he was inspired by Velasquez, “The 
Immaculate Conception”. Boussidan’s painting of the praying angel is perhaps a new 
form of iconography and reminds us in a sense of the deepest rhythm of faith. 

The originality of this composition is to lead the spectator, to look upwards at the angel 
- The figure of Hope. This angel could be anyone of us. 

Against all the elements, the figure and the ruins integrate with the intensity of the sky, 
and create a special triumph of hope. 

The blue of the heaven is all pervading. The source of light is hidden but we know it 
exists from the angels’ shadow. 

The Jerusalem beneath the Angel  is clouded with red hues, depicting the decline of 
mankind and the drift from Peace. It foretells that unless people correctly translate and 
adhere to the spirit of the divine G-d, then there is little hope for Mankind. 

This interpretation has been depicted by the artist in numerous medias, such as drawings, 
silk screen prints and digital adaptations.

Prof. Rabbi Daniel Sperber


